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HIPAA is certainly not a new concept, with most medical practices
implementing administrative reforms in phases between the years of
2000 and 2003. As a medical practice, you likely purchased HIPAA
manuals, and made sure your staff was fully trained for maintaining
compliance – but what have you done in the years since then? Many
medical practices have just about neglected any concerns over HIPAA
in recent years, and auditors are beginning to crack down. A single
complaint from a patient could result in tens of thousands of dollars in
fines for non-compliance – even if you think you’re doing everything
right. Additionally, if you want your medical practice to be more
competitive and make more money – you need to meet and maintain
HIPAA compliance.

Compete Better with HIPAA
Compliance
When you were thinking about your medical practice and how to make
more money, you probably didn’t consider the role HIPAA compliance
regulations play in your growth strategy, right? Most medical practices
consider the HIPAA regulations a major inconvenience and yet another
operating expense to deal with.
Meeting and maintaining HIPAA compliance requires your medical
practice keep its policies up to date, and your staff regularly trained in
how to protect the privacy of your patient’s health and confidential data.
Even if you have been able to get through government audits in the
past without being fined for non-compliance, the truth is this: if your
competitors are maintaining compliance, they’re going to grow their
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practices more successfully. For example, HIPAA compliance is required
to partner with a hospital or larger healthcare operation, receive
Medicare or Medicaid funding, or for government grant eligibility. You
can’t compete with medical practices that are able to take advantage of
partnerships and funding if you aren’t maintaining compliance in order to
successfully grow your practice.

Don’t Pay for HIPAA Violations
If you are found in violation of HIPAA compliance, you could pay $50,000
or more in fines, even if it’s your first offense. All it takes is for one
unhappy patient to make a phone call to the U.S. Department of Health
& Human Services (HHS) and you could be found non-compliant without
even realizing you weren’t keeping up with the regulations. Not only will
non-compliance result in financial fines, but your clients may also lose
trust in your organization and fear their records aren’t confidential.
The government is actively audited medical practices. Should your
medical practice get audited, you’ll need to produce documentation
validating your technology and data storage systems are all HIPAA
compliant. Clients of Hill Country Tech Guys have our support, as we
handle the technology demonstration during an on-site audit. If you’re
not yet a client, give us a call to learn how to prepare yourself and your
business in case you are audited.
To avoid paying non-compliance fines, you should look for those old
HIPAA manuals you’ve got stored someplace and retrain your staff on the
requirements of maintaining HIPAA compliance. Hill Country Tech Guys
can assist you with training to meet and maintain HIPAA compliance with
your technology systems. Preparing a little now will save you time and
effort if you are audited later – not to mention put you in a better position
to compete and grow a successful medical practice.
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